Physics (PHYYS)

Courses

PHYS 1000. Physics in the Modern World.
Units: 3

Introduction to the physical world, including Newtonian mechanics,
electromagnetism, relativity, quantum theory, and nuclear and particle
physics. Implications of physics for society. Intended for students with little
background in science. Satisfies GE B1/5A.

PHYS 1000L. Physics in the Modern World
Lab. Unit: 1

Laboratory associated with Physics in the Modern World (PHYS 1000).
Satisfies GE B3/5C. Materials fee required.

PHYS 1500. Tools for Physicists. Units: 3

Introduction to tools and techniques necessary to prepare students for
the physics curriculum. Topics include problem solving techniques, basic
programming, data analysis, and discussions of careers and research in
physics. Intended for students majoring in physics. Two hours lecture and
three hours lab. Materials fee required.

PHYS 2000. Introduction to Physics I. Units: 4
Semester Prerequisite: MATH 1601 or 2210, with a grade of C or better
First course of a year long sequence surveying the basic concepts

of physics, primarily for natural science students. Student majoring

in physics, computer science or engineering, or closely related fields
should enroll in PHYS 2500. This course will cover the basic principles of
mechanics, oscillations, thermodynamics and fluids. Satisfies GE B1/5A.

PHYS 2000L. Introduction to Physics | Lab.
Unit: 1

Semester Prerequisite: MATH 1601 or 2210, with a grade of C or better
Laboratory associated with Introduction to Physics | (PHYS 2000).
Student majoring in physics, computer science or engineering, or closely
related fields should enroll in PHYS 2500 and PHYS 2500L. Satisfies GE
B3/5C. Materials fee required.

PHYS 2010. Introduction to Physics Il. Units:
4

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2000. Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 121
Second course of a year long sequence surveying the basic concepts

of physics, primarily for natural science students. Students majoring in
physics, computer science or engineering, or closely related fields should
instead enroll in PHYS 2510. This course will cover the basic principles of
electricity, magnetism, waves, optics, and modern physics. Formerly part
of the PHYS 121, 122, and 123 sequence.

PHYS 2010L. Introduction to Physics Il Lab.
Unit: 1

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2000 and 2000L. Prerequisite: PHYS 121
Semester Corequisite: PHYS 2010

Laboratory associated with Introduction to Physics Il (PHYS 2010).
Students majoring in physics, computer science or engineering, or closely
related fields should instead enroll in PHYS 2510 and PHYS 2510L.
Formerly part of the PHYS 121, 122, and 123 sequence. Materials fee
required.
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PHYS 2500. General Physics I. Units: 4

Semester Prerequisite: Math 2210

First course of a two-course sequence in introductory calculus-based
physics for scientists and engineers. This sequence is intended for
students with a strong background in mathematics and the sciences.
Topics include mechanics and oscillations. Satisfies GE B1/5A.

PHYS 2500L. General Physics | Lab. Unit: 1

Semester Prerequisite: Math 2210

Laboratory for General Physics | (PHYS 2500). This sequence is
intended for students with a strong background in mathematics and the
sciences. Satisfies GE B3/5C. Materials fee required.

PHYS 2510. General Physics Il. Units: 4
Semester Prerequisite: MATH 2220, PHYS 2500. Quarter Prerequisite:
PHYS 221 and MATH 213

Second course of a two-course sequence in introductory calculus-
based physics for scientists and engineers. This sequence is intended
for students with a strong background in mathematics. Topics include
electromagnetism and optics. Formerly part of the PHYS 221, 222, and
223 sequence.

PHYS 2510L. General Physics Il Lab. Unit: 1
Semester Prerequisite: MATH 2220, PHYS 2500, PHYS 2500L.
Prerequisite: MATH 213, PHYS 221

Semester Corequisite: PHYS 2510

Laboratory for General Physics Il (PHYS 2510). This sequence is
intended for students with a strong background in mathematics. Formerly
part of the PHYS 221, 222, and 223 sequence. Materials fee required.

PHYS 2512. General Physics - Supplement.
Units: 2

Semester Prerequisite: MATH 2220

An additional course for students who transfer in credit for parts of PHYS
2500 and PHYS 2510, the introductory calculus-based physics sequence
for scientists and engineers. This sequence is intended for students with
a strong background in mathematics. Intended for transfer students only.
Department consent required.

PHYS 2600L. Introduction to Electronics.
Unit: 1

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2510, MATH 2310. Quarter Prerequisite:
PHYS 222, MATH 331

Introduces electronics for the sciences and engineering. Focus is on
analog electronics, practical circuits, troubleshooting, passive and active
circuit elements, signal conditioning, and test and measurement skills.
Formerly PHYS 150; students may not earn credit for both courses.
Materials fee required.

PHYS 2700. Modern Physics. Units: 3

Semester Prerequisite: MATH 2310, PHYS 1500, PHYS 2510 and PHYS
2510L. Quarter Corequisite: MATH 252. Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 223,
MATH 331

Semester Corequisite: MATH 2320

An introduction to special relativity, wave-particle duality, quantum
mechanics, atomic physics, nuclear physics, and elementary particle
physics. Formerly PHYS 225; students may not earn credit for both
courses.
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PHYS 2951. Special Projects in Physics. Unit:
1

Quarter Prerequisite: consent of instructor

Individual investigation, research, study, or survey of selected problems.
May be repeated for credit. Department consent required. Formerly PHYS
295A.

PHYS 2952. Special Projects in Physics.
Units: 2

Quarter Prerequisite: consent of instructor

Individual investigation, research, study, or survey of selected problems.
May be repeated for credit. Department consent required. Formerly PHYS
295B.

PHYS 2953. Special Projects in Physics.
Units: 3

Individual investigation, research, study, or survey of selected problems.
May be repeated for credit. Department consent required.

PHYS 3000. Pop Culture Physics. Units: 3

Introduction to the concepts of physics through popular media such as
movies, television, books, and video games. Intended for students having
little background in science but who wish to understand what is possible in
this universe and what is not. Satisfies GE B5/UD-5.

PHYS 3010. The Science of Digital Sound and
Music. Units: 3

Semester Prerequisite: Completion of GE 2, 5A and junior or senior
standing

This course will use the physics and mathematics of waves and sound in
order to understand how digital sound and music can be created, shaped,
and used to express creative ideas. Topics will include sound and waves,
the study of electronics and programs that can be used to shape and filter
waveforms, and how these applications can be used to create different
types of sound and music. Satisfies GE B5/UD-5, Digital Life pathway.

PHYS 3050. Physics and Astronomy in the

Classroom. Units: 3

Semester Prerequisite: MATH 3012. Quarter Prerequisite: MATH 301C
Semester Corequisite: PHYS 3050L; MATH 3013

Basic concepts of physics and astronomy as related to the elementary
and middle school classroom. Topics include mechanics, electricity and
magnetism, optics, thermodynamics, and astronomy. Course content
and practices are aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS) and specially designed for students interested in teaching grades
K through 8. Formerly a combination of PHYS 100 and ASTR 311 or part
of PHYS 3040; credit may not be earned for this course and both PHYS
100 and ASTR 311 or PHYS 3040.

PHYS 3050L. Physics and Astronomy in the

Classroom Laboratory. Unit: 1

Semester Prerequisite: MATH 3012. Quarter Prerequisite: MATH 301C
Semester Corequisite: PHYS 1000 or PHYS 3040

Basic concepts of astronomy and physics as related to the elementary
and middle school classroom in a hands-on laboratory environment.
Course content and practices are aligned with the Next Generation
Science Standards (NGSS) and specially designed for students interested
in teaching grades K through 8. Topics will include, but are not limited
to, all space science NGSS standards. Materials fee required. Formerly
a combination of PHYS 100 and part of ASTR 311; credit may not be
earned for this course and both PHYS 100 and ASTR 311.

PHYS 3060. Physics and Astronomy in the
Classroom. Units: 2

Basic concepts of physics and astronomy as related to the elementary
and middle school classroom taught with in-class activities and
experiments. Topics include mechanics, electricity and magnetism,
optics, thermodynamics, and astronomy. Course content and practices
are aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and
specially designed for students interested in teaching grades K through
8. Formerly a combination of PHYS 100 and ASTR 311 or part of PHYS
3040 or PHYS 3050 and PHYS 3050L; credit may not be earned for this
course and both PHYS 100 and ASTR 311 or PHYS 3040 or PHYS 3050.

PHYS 3100. Mathematical Methods of

Physics. Units: 4

Semester Prerequisite: MATH 2310, MATH 2320 with a grade of C or
better, PHYS 1500, PHYS 2510, Combined 2 GPA in 2000-level PHYS
courses. Quarter Prerequisite: Math 331 and Math 252 with a grade of C
or better, PHYS 223, Combined 2 GPA in 200-level PHYS courses
Vector calculus, ordinary and partial differential equations, special
functions, and integral transform techniques including Fourier and
Laplace. Emphasis on techniques applicable to the problems of physics
and engineering. Formerly PHYS 373, students may not earn credit for
both courses.

PHYS 3200. Classical Mechanics. Units: 4
Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2510 and 2510L. Quarter Prerequisite:
PHYS 223

Semester Corequisite: PHYS 3100

A study of translational and rotational dynamics including Newtonian,
Lagrangian, and Hamiltonian formulations in inertial and non-inertial
reference frames. Applications include oscillations, central-force motion,
and systems of particles. Formerly PHYS 306; students may not earn
credit for both courses.

PHYS 3300. Computational Physics. Units: 3
Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2510, PHYS 2510L. Prerequisite: PHYS
223

Semester Corequisite: PHYS 3100

Numerical methods in Python. Topics include numerical integration,
applications of computational techniques to differential equations,
modeling, Monte Carlo techniques, and non-linear systems. Materials fee
required. Formerly a topic under PHYS 485; students may not earn credit
for both courses. One hour lecture and six hours laboratory.

PHYS 3400. Electricity & Magnetism. Units: 3
Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2700 and PHYS 3100 with a grade of C-
or better in each course. Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 225 and 373 with a
grade of C- or better in each course

Semester Corequisite: PHYS 2700

A study of classical electromagnetic fields and applications of

Maxwell's equations. Topics include electrostatics, magnetostatics, and
electrodynamics. Formerly PHYS 313, students may not earn credit for
both courses.



PHYS 3500. Statistical and Thermal Physics.
Units: 4

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2700 and PHYS 3100 with grades of C- or
better in each course. Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 225 and PHYS 373
with a grade of C- or better in each course

Basics of equilibrium thermodynamics and statistical mechanics. Topics
include entropy and temperature, partition functions and free energies,
classical and quantum statistical ensembles, phase transitions, and
selected applications. Formerly PHYS 324, students may not earn credit
for both courses.

PHYS 3600. Data Acquisition and Control.
Units: 2

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2600L, PHYS 3100, PHYS 3300. Quarter
Prerequisite: CSE 201, PHYS 150, PHYS 222, and PHYS 373

An introduction to computer-based data acquisition, control, and analysis.
Topics include instrument control, graphical programming, algorithm
development, feedback control algorithms, and computer-based data
analysis. One hour lecture and three hours laboratory. Materials fee
required. Formerly PHYS 350; students may not earn credit for both
courses.

PHYS 3800. Intermediate Physics Laboratory.
Units: 2

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 3300, PHYS 2700, PHYS 2600L.
Prerequisite: CSE 201, PHYS 225, PHYS 150

Semester Corequisite: PHYS 2700, PHYS 2600L

Seminal experiments in physics. Topics include modern scientific
instrumentation, probability and statistics, and data and error analysis
techniques. Development of written and oral communication skills. One
hour lecture and three hours laboratory. Materials fee required.

PHYS 4400. Electricity & Magnetism Il. Units:
3

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 3400 with grade of C- or better. Quarter
Prerequisite: PHYS 313 with grade of C- or better

A continuing study of classical electromagnetic fields and applications

of Maxwell's equations. Topics may include electrodynamics in media,
gauge invariance, electromagnetic waves, radiation, and special relativity.
Formerly PHYS 314; students may not earn credit for both courses.

PHYS 4600. Electronics. Units: 3

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 3600. Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 350 and
PHYS 373

Electronics for science and engineering. Topics may include modular
circuit design, linear systems theory, electronic design software, high
frequency techniques, communication theory, and control theory. Two
hours lecture and three hours laboratory. Materials fee required. Formerly
PHYS 352; students may not earn credit for both courses.

PHYS 4700. Quantum Mechanics. Units: 4
Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 2700, PHYS 3100, PHYS 3200, and PHYS
3400 with grades of C- or better in each course. Quarter Prerequisite:
MATH 331, PHYS 225, PHYS 373, PHYS 313, and PHYS 306 with a
grade of C- or better in each course

Quantum mechanics presented in the Dirac formalism. Topics include
spin and orbital angular momentum, two-level systems, time evolution,
the harmonic oscillator, and the hydrogen atom. Formerly PHYS 421,
students may not earn credit for both courses.
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PHYS 4800. Senior Thesis. Units: 2

Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 306 and PHYS 313

Culminating laboratory experience in physics includes working in groups
to select, design, perform, and analyze an experiment. Presentations
throughout the course using multiple methods of written and oral
communication. Satisfies WI designation. One hour lecture and three
hours laboratory.

PHYS 4851. Special Topics in Physics. Unit: 1
A lecture course on a specialized topic in physics. May be repeated for
credit as topics change. Department consent required. Formerly PHYS
485A.

PHYS 4851L. Special Topics in Physics
Laboratory. Unit: 1

A laboratory course to coincide with a special topics lecture course. May
be repeated for credit as topics change. Department consent required.
Materials fee required.

PHYS 4852. Special Topics in Physics. Units:
2

A lecture course on a specialized topic in physics. May be repeated for
credit as topics change. Department consent required. Formerly PHYS
485B.

PHYS 4852L. Special Topics in Physics
Laboratory. Units: 2

A laboratory course to coincide with a special topics lecture course. May
be repeated for credit as topics change. Department consent required.
Materials fee required.

PHYS 4853. Special Topics in Physics. Units:
3

A lecture course on a specialized topic in physics. May be repeated for
credit as topics change. Department consent required. Formerly PHYS
485C.

PHYS 5100. Mathematical Methods of Physics
Il. Units: 3

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 3100. Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 373
Topics may include functions of a complex variable, tensor analysis,
Hilbert spaces, Bayesian statistics, and group theory. Emphasis on
techniques applicable to the problems of physics and engineering.
Formerly PHYS 473. Students may not earn credit for both courses.

PHYS 5400. Optics. Units: 3

Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 4400. Quarter Prerequisite: PHYS 314
Applications of propagating electromagnetic fields to optical systems.
Topics may include physical optics, holography, adaptive optics, lasers,
gquantum optics, photonics, and non-linear optics. Formerly PHYS 315.
Students may not earn credit for both courses.

PHYS 5500. Solid State Physics. Units: 3
Semester Prerequisite: Required: PHYS 2700 and PHYS 3100 or consent
of instructor; Recommended: PHYS 3500 and PHYS 4700

An introduction to solid state physics, including structural, electrical,

and thermal properties. Topics may include crystal structure, bonding,
phonons, electronic states, band structure, and nanomaterials. Formerly
PHYS 450. Students may not earn credit for both courses.
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PHYS 5700. Quantum Mechanics Il. Units: 3
Semester Prerequisite: PHYS 4700 with a grade of C or better. Quarter
Prerequisite: PHYS 421 with a grade of C or better

Continued study of the principles of quantum mechanics introduced in
PHYS 4700. Topics may include perturbation theory, density functional
theory, exchange interactions, scattering, and path integrals. Formerly
PHYS 422, students may not earn credit for both courses.

PHYS 5751. Internship. Unit: 1

Supervised work and study in private or public setting. May be repeated
for credit. Department consent required. Graded credit/no credit. Only 3
units of PHYS 5751-5753 may be counted towards the Physics degree.
Formerly PHYS 585D.

PHYS 5752. Internship. Units: 2

Supervised work and study in private or public setting. May be repeated
for credit. Department consent required. Graded credit/no credit. Only 3
units of PHYS 5751-5753 may be counted towards the Physics degree.
Formerly PHYS 585B.

PHYS 5753. Internship. Units: 3

Supervised work and study in private or public setting. May be repeated
for credit. Department consent required. Graded credit/no credit. Only 3
units of PHYS 5751-5753 may be counted towards the Physics degree.
Formerly PHYS 585C.

PHYS 5851. Special Topics in Physics. Unit: 1

A lecture course on a specialized topic in physics. May be repeated for
credit as topics change. Department consent required.

PHYS 5851L. Special Topics in Physics
Laboratory. Unit: 1

A laboratory course to coincide with a special topics lecture course. May
be repeated for credit as topics change. Department consent required.
Materials fee required.

PHYS 5852. Special Topics in Physics. Units:
2

A lecture course on a specialized topic in physics. May be repeated for
credit as topics change. Department consent required.

PHYS 5852L. Special Topics in Physics
Laboratory. Units: 2

A laboratory course to coincide with a special topics lecture course. May
be repeated for credit as topics change. Department consent required.
Materials fee required.

PHYS 5853. Special Topics in Physics. Units:
3

A lecture course on a specialized topic in physics. May be repeated for
credit as topics change. Department consent required.

PHYS 5951. Independent Study. Unit: 1

Investigations conducted under the direction of a faculty member. PHYS
5951-5953 may be repeated for credit up to a total of 6 units. Department
consent required. Only 3 units of PHYS 5951-5953 may be counted
towards the Physics degree. Formerly PHYS 595A.

PHYS 5952. Independent Study. Units: 2

Investigations conducted under the direction of a faculty member. PHYS
5951-5953 may be repeated for credit up to a total of 6 units. Department
consent required. Only 3 units of PHYS 5951-5953 may be counted
towards the Physics degree. Formerly PHYS 595B.

PHYS 5953. Independent Study. Units: 3

Investigations conducted under the direction of a faculty member. PHYS
5951-5953 may be repeated for credit up to a total of 6 units. Department
consent required. Only 3 units of PHYS 5951-5953 may be counted
towards the Physics degree. Formerly PHYS 595C.



